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What are your summer plans? Hanging out with friends? Going to 
the beach? Playing video games? Are you looking for a job?  

There are so many opportunities for you this summer! One option 
you might want to consider is attending a summer program at a 
college! The benefits are truly amazing. You will get the chance to 
experience college life, and if the program is hosted on a residential 
campus, you will be living in a dorm, eating in the dining halls and 
getting a real glimpse of college life.   

Many students leave home for the first time when they enroll in 
their freshman year of college, and it can be a real culture shock. 
For many students, the transition from living at home to living on a 
college campus can be quite the adjustment. 

By attending a summer program, you will develop independence 
being away from home. This is important as you prepare for adult 
life.
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So Why Choose a Summer Program? 
Not all programs are created equal or just focused on academics. 
There are many options, some even overseas, and sports camps 
too, which are a fantastic option to improve your game, and where 
you will be seen by college scouts and coaches alike.  

Being away from home, meeting new people, are all valuable, and 
help to prepare you for college.  So, whether you have a specific 
area of study you wish to pursue, and want to get that college 
classroom experience, or are looking to hone your athletic skills, 
you can gain the confidence you need for the college environment.

Boosting Your Resume!
It’s also a great resume additive, and something you can share in 
your college essay. There, you will have the opportunity to discuss 
what you enjoyed, or did not enjoy about spending time on a 
college campus and how it helped to prepare you. 

Some colleges use their summer programs as a “feeder” and a way 
to meet interested candidates. What better way for you to test the 
waters and add or withdraw that school from your target list for 
applications.  

You might decide to explore a new area of study, perhaps helping 
you to determine what you would like to major in when you attend 
college.   

Many summer programs are reasonably priced, and some even 
offer scholarships.

The best part about a summer program is that you can attend the 
program and still have time to hang with friends, or hit the beach!

We recommend looking for a program that fits your needs and 
price. Explore your options on the College Interactive mobile app 
in our Preparing for College tab. Or, visit any of our partner 
schools’ Featured Profiles on the app, as most colleges have a 
summer program that might just be the right one for you!
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